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from time to time. The conquered of one age may become
the economic conquerors of another, and so forth. Hence
that nation will have the securest future which possesses
within it the largest racial variety, each racial layer being
regarded not merely as possessing the gifts which it best
exercises for its own and the common good at any given
time, but possibly also possessing latent powers which
at another stage of civilisation may prove to be invalua-
ble and may raise it, within the community, to a social
level higher than it was suited to occupy before.

Allusion has already more than once been made to
the fact that a crowd has only a limited, not an indefi-
nitely prolonged, lifetime. It has, like any other ani-
mal, beginning, middle, and end. Thus the rise and fall
of nations is a commonplace of history. Where are the
Babylonians, the Ancient Egyptians, the Minoans, the
Hittites, the Assyrians, and all the rest? Where is
the Empire of Alexander, where the greater Empire of
Rome? They all began with a day of small things, waxed
to a maximum of strength, and each came ultimately to its
end. It does not follow that a nation is the same because
it occupies the same area and consists largely of the
descendants of another that went before it. The Italian
nation is not a continuation of the Roman, but a new
crowd, welded into a unity by a new ideal. The modem
German crowd is not a continuation of mediaeval or
even Renaissance Germany; it is a new crowd, a quite
youthful nation, vigorous with a new life, shaped by
an organisation of novel spirit, and tending towards a
goal altogether different from any that previous German
crowds tried to attain. The English nation is old be-